understand the English language, he or she shall be entitled to the
services of a qualified interpreter in accordance with conditions and
a fee schedule prescribed by the administrative director. These
services shall be provided by the employer. For purposes of this
section, "qualified interpreter" means a language interpreter
certified, or deemed certified, pursuant to Article 8 (commencing
with Section 11435.05) of Chapter 4.5 of Part 1 of Division 3 of
Title 2 of, or Section 68566 of, the Government Code.

() An employer may also discharge his obligations under this
section by contracting with a health care organization authorized
pursuant to Section 4600.5 to provide medical treatment pursuant
to Sections 4600.3 or 4600.31.

SEC. 22. Section 4600.2 of the Labor Code is amended to read:

4600.2. (a) Netwithstanding- In accordance with subdivision (b)
of Section 4600, when a self-insured employer, group of self-
insured employers, insurer of an employer, or group of insurers
contracts with a pharmacy, group of pharmacies, or pharmacy
benefit network to provide medicines and medical supplies required
by this article to be provided to injured employees, those injured
employees that are subject to the contract shall be provided
medicines and medical supplies in the manner prescribed in the
contract for as long as medicines or medical supplies are reasonably
required to cure er and relieve the injured employee from the
effects of the injury as prescribed in Section 4600 .

(b) Nothing in this section shall affect the ability of employee-
selected physicians to continue to prescribe and have the employer
provide medicines and medical supplies that the physicians deem
reasonably required to cure ef and relieve the injured employee
from the effects of the injury as prescribed in Section 4600 .

(c) Each contract described in subdivision (a) shall comply with
standards adopted by the administrative director. In adopting those
standards, the administrative director shall seek to reduce
pharmaceutical costs and may consult any relevant studies or
practices in other states. The standards shall provide for access to a
pharmacy within a reasonable geographic distance from an injured
employee's residence.

SEC. 23. Section 4600.3 of the Labor Code is repealed.
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